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The great majority of books that can be treated in
bulk.

Books of permanent interest to be bound in whole or
half-leather binding, 'Library7 style'; and

Books of lesser interest to be bound cheaply in
cloth.

It is well to give a binder definite instructions about
the treatment of the edges of books. As a rule the
edges of books of value are best left entirely uncut, but
rough edges on books that are much used are apt to
be inconvenient.

Binders are always glad to have a note of the lettering
desired for any unusual books, or books in foreign lan-
guages, but such notes are quite useless unless they are
clearly written.

NOTES ON THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE SOCIETY OF
ARTS ON LEATHER FOR BOOKBINDING

The Committee appointed by the Society of Arts to
investigate the causes that have led to the premature
decay of bookbinding leather, consisted of librarians,
owners of private libraries, bookbinders, leather sellers,
leather manufacturers, and leather-trades* chemists.

The Committee met from time to time under the
chairmanship of the Rt. Hon. Viscount Cobham. Most
of the actual work was done by two Sub-Committees.
'The first of these was to visit a selected number of
libraries, and to ascertain the comparative durability
of the various bookbinding leathers used at different
periods and preserved under diflerent conditions. . . .
The second Sub-Committee was appointed to deal with
the scientific side of the matter,, to ascertain the cause of
any deterioration noticed, and, if possible, to suggest
methods for its prevention in the future/